

Request for Information

DE-FOA-EE0000385

“DOE Offshore Wind Program - Input Requested for Demonstration Projects”

Date: 6/14/2010

Program Manager / Area: Jacques Beaudry-Losique, Program Manager, Wind and Water Power Program (WWPP) Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)

Information Requested: The DOE is soliciting input from the public regarding research, development, demonstration, and deployment of offshore wind is welcome, and comments related to advanced technology demonstration projects is specifically requested.
Background

The Wind and Water Power Program is within the Department of Energy's Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (DOE-EERE). The Wind Program mission is to focus the passion, ingenuity, and diversity of the nation to enable rapid expansion of clean, affordable, reliable, and domestic wind power to promote national security, economic vitality, and environmental quality.  To find more information about the WWPP, please visit http://www1.eere.energy.gov/windandhydro/
DOE’s Wind Program is planning a research and development program to stimulate responsible, cost-effective offshore wind energy deployment in coastal and Great Lakes regions of the country. The activities under this program would encompass the following categories:

1. Advanced Technology Demonstration Projects that further the industry knowledge base for the benefit of all stakeholders 

2. Research Addressing Market Barriers in order to facilitate deployment and reduce technical challenges facing the entire industry

3. Technology Research and Development that will reduce cost of offshore wind energy through innovation and testing

Under this RFI, DOE seeks further information specific to Category 1 above – Advanced Technology Demonstration Projects.

It is anticipated that these activities will be carried out via collaborative partnerships with a wide range of eligible organizations. Strong emphasis will be placed on leveraging the activities of complementary programs, resources and funding opportunities.

Request for Information Guidelines

The sole purpose of this Request for Information (RFI) is to gain input from the public regarding offshore wind advanced technology demonstration projects. This does not constitute a request for specific project proposals. 

DOE will not pay for information provided under this RFI, and there is no guarantee that future funding opportunities or other activities will be undertaken as a result of this RFI.  

Please send your response (one attachment only) via email, with the title, "RFI Response" to WindRFI@go.doe.qov. Your response should be limited to 10 pages, submitted in  Microsoft Word as an email attachment to the address above and received no later than 8:00 PM Eastern Daylight Time on 7/14/2010.  All questions regarding the RFI must be posted on FedConnect, as instructed below.

Please include as part of your response, contact name(s), phone number(s), email addresses, organization name, address, and type of business or institution.

RESPONSES WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED CONFIDENTIAL. DO NOT INCLUDE ANY CONFIDENTIAL OR PROPRIETARY INFORMATION IN YOUR RESPONSE.

Questions

Questions regarding the content of this RFI must be submitted through the FedConnect portal.  You must register with FedConnect to submit questions and to receive responses to questions.  It is recommended that you register as soon after release of the RFI as possible to have the benefit of all responses.  More information is available at https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/PublicPages/FedConnect_Ready_Set_Go.pdf.  DOE will try to respond to a question within 3 business days, unless a similar question and answer have already been distributed. 

Questions pertaining to the submission of information through FedConnect or the FedConnect system should be directed by e-mail to support@FedConnect.net or by phone to FedConnect Support at 1-800-899-6665. Questions should not be sent to DOE through any other means beyond what is described here.

DOE reserves the right not to reply to any or all comments or questions submitted under this RFI.

Information Requested
WWPP invites comments on the scope and priority of offshore specific research activities and approaches related to Advanced Technology Demonstration Projects.  Of particular interest is information that would assist WWPP in targeting limited resources on activities with the highest potential for positive impact to the benefit of all stakeholders, including growth of the national knowledge base.

WWPP may support specific research, engineering and planning activities related to deployment of ground-breaking commercial or research-based offshore wind energy projects that facilitate national gigawatt-scale deployment by:

· reducing siting and planning barriers or risks;

· reducing ‘balance-of-plant’ infrastructure costs;

· enabling full-scale testing of components, turbines and arrays;

· and/or supporting initial deployment of innovative technology.

Therefore, WWPP is seeking recommendations from developers, research consortia, and industry groups on the types of support activities and technical assistance they feel would have the greatest impact on reducing demonstration project cost, timeline to deployment, and risks – technical, financial or social.  

The type of information WWPP is seeking is illustrated by, but not limited to, the questions listed here:

1. As a project developer,

a. What discrete activities is the DOE Wind Program in a unique position to support that would help move your project toward implementation?  These activities may be related to characterization of resources and design conditions; permitting, siting and planning strategies; environmental assessment and impact mitigation; design of cost effective foundation structures; and other areas.

b. What is the magnitude of DOE investment that is required to meet your suggested research and support efforts?

c. What is your estimate of start dates and durations for these activities, based on current project or industry status.

2. As an offshore wind energy regulator, economic development corporation, environmental agency or non-governmental public organization,

a. What types of offshore projects that DOE could help support do you feel would have the greatest value in demonstrating or assessing offshore wind energy viability and impact? 

b. What specific project-related research activities, not typically funded by project developers, could significantly increase the national knowledge base in critical areas? These activities could be related to transmission planning and interconnect strategies; standards development; infrastructure and vessel needs; manufacturing and supply chain development; and other relevant areas.  

3. As a manufacturer or a developer of advanced technology,

a. What types of innovative turbine systems or subsystems; or innovative balance of plant components such as foundation structures or marine electrical grids do you feel could realistically be field-tested at offshore demonstration projects or dedicated test beds within a two to five year period, beginning in Fiscal Year 2011?

b. How could DOE assistance be utilized in a manner that best facilitates field performance verification and or R&D process value?

c. What instrumentation and methods could be most effectively incorporated into demonstration projects to collect critical design validation and performance data?

d. What tools and methods could be most effectively incorporated into demonstration projects to collect environmental data for resource characterization and design conditions to improve the design of offshore turbine and infrastructure technology?

4. As a technical research organization,

a. What discrete activities is the DOE Wind Program in a unique position to support that would help move your offshore research project toward the implementation phase? Such activities might include developing demonstration partnerships; siting and planning research and methodologies; design of testbed facilities; and other areas. 

b. What is the magnitude of DOE investment that is required to meet your suggested research and support efforts?

c. What is your estimate of start dates and durations for these activities, based on current project status.

Additional comments and information relevant to this RFI are also encouraged, including issues that are not specifically mentioned above.  DOE welcomes input from the public as they develop a multi-year offshore wind program strategy.
Thank you.  The Department of Energy appreciates the time and effort you have put forth in responding to this Request for Information.
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